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Since this is the last day of my tenure of j j 
. ; office as Direc 
AMSSS Can School in Jerusalem it seems appropriate that I es fined 
newsletter at this time. Of the students and staff in residence 
ee the year only Father Joseph Fitzmyer and I remain. Late in 
—” Dr. and Mrs. Paul Lapp left by car travelling through Iraq, 
ran, India, Indonesia, and eventually on to San Francisco. On May 1 
Dr. and Mrs. Sellers departed for Beirut and then on to Europe where 
ey have been travelling with friends in a Volkswagen Microbus. On 
May 17 Dr. and Mrs, Funk left to spend several weeks in Athens and 
Rome before travelling on to Europe. Dr. and Mrs. Kuist left the 
second week of June to spend several weeks on the Island of Rhodes. 


Their places were soon taken by Fathers Patrick W. Skehan, formerly 
Director of the School, and Roland liurphy, formerly a Fellow, who ar- 
rived together on May 31. Dr. Emmet W,. Hamrick, also formerly a Fel- 
low, came on June 10. Other guests include Dr. and Mrs, Walter Clyde 
of the Westminster Theological Seminary and Professor and Mrs. Loren 
Dow of Emory and Henry College, Finally, our most recent arrivals 
were Dre and Mrs. Frederick W. Winnett who will tomorrow take over the 
duties of Director of the school; they arrived on June 25. These per- 
sons, together with a number of visitors, have kept our hostel full 
now for several days. Present bookings for the summer indicate that 
the hostel will continue to be full for the next several weeks. 


Last Sunday evening dinner was served in the Director's House, as is 
frequently the case, with Dr. ‘Jilliam Morton, formerly a Fellow and 
Director of the school, as special guest. It was a delightful even- 
ing with three former Directors and two former Fellows presente One 
of the many pleasant experiences which one enjoys at the American 
School in Jerusalem is listening to the recollections of old timers, 
so that it is a real joy when these former residents arrive on the 
scenee I consider myself especially fortunate in having had the op- 
portunity to entertain such a large number of them this year (see 
Newsletter #1). 


However, the time since I wrote the last newsletter has not by any 
means been spent only in pleasant conversation. A considerable 
amount of hard work has been accomplished. The Beth-zZur report was 
finished and in addition Dr. Funk completed a special paper resulting 
from his studies in relation to that dig. Father Fitzmyer has con- 
tinued his work in the scrollery on the concordance of the non-bibli- 
cal materials from Qumrane 


Early in May several of us, accompanied by Dr. and Mrs. John Strug- 
nell, visited a number of sites in southern Transjordan. Travelling 
the new Jerusalem-Amman highway (which incidentally cuts the travel 
time between the two cities to one hour and fifteen minutes without 
undue speed}) we had a magnificent view of the Wadi Kefrein. The 
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highway passes just a couple of miles north of the Dead Sea and a 
few hundred yards south of Teleilat Ghassul and then turns Slightly 
northward between the Wadi Hesban and the Wadi el-Kefrein. The 
latter is truly breath-taking especially at a point opposite Aragq 
6l-Emir which is located across the wadi on the west side of the Wadi 
Sir just before it empties into the Wadi el-Kefrein. The view is 
plainly visible from the highway and we spent several minutes taking 
pictures, Just before reaching the village of Naur we turned south- 
ward, travelling on a well-graded road which is under construction 
and which brings one to the "Kings Highway" almost within sight of 


Madeba. Eventuelly this highway will join the newly asphalted des- 
ert road from Amman to Aqaba. 


We stopped at Madeba where we had an opportunity to study carefully 
the sixth century mosaic map of Palestine in the Greek Orthodox 
Churches From there we went on to Mt. Nebo where we had our lunch in 
@ nice shady place on a newly erected cement table and benches--a 
truly delightful picnic place with the Jordan Valley spread out be-~ 
fore us much as Moses might have seen it. After lunch we studied the 
ruins of the Byzantine church and then left for Dhiban,. 


It was a great joy for me to return once again to the site of my 
first archaeological field work in the fall of 1952. Unfortunately 
quite a large number of the stones of the church excavated in the 
Spring of 1953 have been taken up and broken so that the outlines of 
the structure are difficult to make out. The sections of the tell 
excavated by Dr. Morton revealing the Moabite and earlier occupation 
remain in good condition so that the gate and the street, the latter 
Showing in section, are still clearly to be discerned. 


From Dhiban we went on to Aroer on the north side of the Wadi Mojib 
(River Arnon). Here again the view is breath-taking and never 
ceases to impress one no matter how often he visits it. The ruins 
to be observed are not extensive but a number of Roman walls are 
visible on the surface. 


From Aroer we retraced our way as far as liadeba from where we trav- 
6lled to Hesban over a rough track, This site, set on a high mound, 
gives evidence of Roman occupation with building walls, doorways, 
and column bases plainly visible. From here one also has a fine 
view of the fertile grain land of modern Jordan and ancient Ammon » 
About a mile farther along the road is el-Al (=0T Elealeh) with its 
mass of stone walls dating from the Bronze and Iron Ages which we 
quickly surveyed. From el-Al we returned to the Jerusalem-Amman 
highway and back to the Holy City. In spite of the fact that it was 
nearly a twelve-hour trip, every hour was enjoyable and instructive, 


The final major undertaking of the year was an eleven-day sounding 
at Pella (Khirbet Fahil), one of the cities of the Decapolise Pre- 
viously surveyed by Schumacher and later by Hamilton, this is a 
very extensive site with a large number of buildings scattered over 
a wide area, not all of which appear on heretofore published plans 
of the site. 
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Under the co-directorship of Dr. Funk and myself, with the assistance 
of Dr. Howard Kuist, we dug for a total of nine full days with two 
additional days for setting up camp, drawing, and breaking camp. We 
employed forty laborers including a number of women and girls, who 
proved to be very good workers. Two seven-meter squares were begun, 
one on the highest point on the site--Square I--and one on the lowest 
level on the top of the tell--Square II, Square I revealed that this 
small mound on the top of the tell was the area of Arab occupation 
until at least as late as about the fourteenth century (all dating 
must be provisional until a detailed study of the sherds has been 
made). Constantly reducing the size of the square to avoid having to 
Clear walls and in order to reach as great a depth as possible, Dr. 
Funk dug to a depth of 6.75 meters, With clear stratification the 
Byzantine, Roman, Hellenistic, and Iron II periods are all represented. 
A good quantity of datable material was found at all levels including 
the Iron Age in spite of the fact that at this lowest point the area 
under excavation had been greatly reduced. Of special interest is the 
Iron Age pottery which, although very much like that of Palestine in ‘r 
form, shows interesting variations in decoration technique. The ware 
1s also much inferior, although a larger amount of material from other 
parts of the tell might reveal finer ware, as has been the experience 
of Dr. Morton at Dhiban. 


In Square II I encountered a thick Byzantine level of over two meters 
immediately below the surface. Here fine Roman walls of large, well- 
cut stones were encountered. Rebuilt in the Byzantine period they 
stood to a height of about five meters at some points, the tops being 
just below the surface, The lowest depth reached in this square was 
5.60 meters where we encountered a small part of a stone building 
wall with mud brick facing, probably built in the Iron Age, Unfortu- 
nately it was first discovered on the last day and there was not suf- 
ficient time to get to its foundations. However, the appearance of a 
few Iron II sherds strongly suggests a possible Iron II date for the 
building. 


The most spectacular aspect of this limited exploratory dig was the 
large number of well-preserved small finds. Square II produced four 
Specimens of glass--a completely intact single perfume bottle, a 
double perfume bottle with only chips out of the rim, and two other 
pieces almost intact, one whkth an unbroken handle. Altogether the 
two squares produced five complete lamps including a small, long- 
nozzled Hellenistic lamp completely undamaged; a broad-nozzled, mul- 
tiple-holed early Byzantine lamp almost compietely intact (later re- 
stored with plaster); and three others complete after mending. In 
addition thirteen other ceramic vessels were found which could be 
mended and /or restored. More than fifty coins were produced, some 
of which are in excellent condition, These, together with the usual 
miscellanea of small finds, attest to the extraordinary richness of 
the sitee Any full scale excavation will certainly require a large 
amount of time spent in registration and will undoubtedly produce a 
large number of fine museum pieces, The results of this short dig 
were certainly gratifying to us and constituted a spectacular wind-up 
to the year's worke 
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I shall spend the next few days winding up the details of my own work 
before leaving on the morning of July 10 for Rome. On July 12 I shall 
Sail from Naples, arriving in New York on the 2lst, from where I shall 
journey to a new home at 168 Mount Vernon Street, Newtonville 60, 
ilassachusetts. My homecoming will be especially exciting since I 

will have been away from my family for fourteen months, but also be- 
cause I go to a new house which my wife has purchased in my absence. 
This has been a busy, exciting, and very rewarding year for me at the 
American School in Jerusalem; I close it and leave Jordan with great 
reluctance. I am grateful beyond words to the administration of the 
Schools for my appointment as Director and I wish you all an oppor- 


tunity to spend a few days ot weeks at the American School of Oriental 
Research in Jerusalem. 


H,. Neil Richardson, Director 
Jerusalem School 





